
 
 

TOWN BOARD REGULAR MEETING, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022, 6:00 PM, CROW WING TOWN HALL 
 
Board Members Present:  Chairman Tucker Schuety, Supervisor Doug Kern, Supervisor Paul Stephany, Treasurer Diane 
Stephany, and Clerk Sue Kern. 
 
Tucker called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Residents were reminded to 
sign the roster.  Tom Mertens turned in 469 pairs of gopher feet. 
 
Tucker asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  Brad Arnold wanted a discussion of P&Z Administration added.    
Doug motioned to accept the agenda as amended.  Tucker seconded the motion. No discussion.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
New Business:  Tanner Kortlever of TEK Outdoors LLC has turned in a bid for stump work at the cemetery for a total of 
$4,710.  The charge breakdown reads:  stump grind front pines and oak $1,500, fill stump holes with topsoil/seed & 
fertilizer $250, chip brush piles $1200, remove/dispose of brush chips $560, and grind back line of stumps $1200.  Doug 
made the motion to do the full cleanup as listed above.  Paul seconded the motion.  No discussion. Carried 3-0. 
 
Unfinished Business:  Ryan Bodell of Bodell Landscape & Excavation out of Pillager put in a bid for roadway maintenance 
for the 2022-2023 season.  The bid was reviewed, and the Clerk instructed to inquire if he had a sand spreader, 
certificate of liability and further explanation of the bid.  Brad Gorron of Northland Excavating has withdrawn his bid.  He 
indicated that he could help in a pinch but only if needed.  Doug stated Brad Gorron was willing to continue doing 
grading of roads through the summer.  Tucker made a motion to table/deny the bid until the next meeting until specifics 
were verified.  Doug seconded.  No discussion.  Carried 3-0. 
 
Public Comments:  A couple of residents inquired about ditch mowing and sink/pothole work that needs to be done.  
Doug will get that done as he is able.  He now has the parts to repair the ditch mower.  It was noted that the county has 
not yet started ditch mowing either. 
 
Planning and Zoning Report:  Brad presented a rezone of 5 parcels off Wetherbee of 20-acre parameters.  It was fully 
supported by the Planning Commission.  The rezone was from Ag-Forestry to Rural Residential and meets the land use 
ordinance criteria.  Doug made the motion to approve the rezone as written.  Paul seconded the motion.  Carried 3-0.  
Brad presented 5 ordinances that the Board has reviewed previously, and the Planning Commission fully supported.  The 
Nuisance ordinance clarifies language more fully, the Extractive use ordinance specifies interim/short term use, the Child 
Care ordinance clarifies definitions, the Camping ordinance improves definitions and standards, and the Enforcement 
ordinance gives the township the ability to recoup charges made while dealing with violators and passing the expense 
on to the violators themselves.  All fully supported and promoted by the Planning Commission.  Doug made the motion 
to approve the Nuisance ordinance as written.  Tucker seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  Doug made the motion to approve 
the Extractive Use ordinance as written.  Paul seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Tucker made the motion to approve the 
Child Care ordinance as written.  Doug seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Tucker made the motion to approve the Camping 
ordinance as written.  Paul seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Doug made the motion to approve the Enforcement 
ordinance as written.  Paul seconded.  The attorney approved the language.  Motion carried 3-0.  The publication 
summary and zoning map were reviewed.  Tucker made the motion to approve as presented.  Doug seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 3-0.  Public Hearings for all the above was September 12, 2022.  Planning and Zoning 
Administration:  Sourcewell’s contract will be concluded on September 30, 2022.  They indicated they did not have 
enough staff to serve townships and only will work with small cities.  There is a strong demand for PZ officials.  
Previously the township worked with the Community Growth Institute.  The board discussed the desire to continue our 
own PZ Commission as residents want it.  Brad has talked with two candidates who are willing to do the administrative 
work for a short-term interim basis only (Ben Ollefson & Jerry Bonsack).  There is one candidate who wants to remain 
anonymous until October 1st.  That individual has all the criteria and qualifications and would be available in November.  
The work may be more online and not quite as much in person work.  Financials need to be discussed further.  The 
Board liked the idea of longevity rather than short term interim help.  All candidates are qualified.  No BIDS are required 
as it is consulting services.  Brad hopes to pull a contract together by the October meeting.  Amanda has agreed to 



facilitate the transition as much as possible and pass on records and procedures.  Brad stated that we have had a great 
working relationship with Sourcewell. 
 
Treasurers Report:   Payroll was reviewed and approved.  Claims #1858 to #1880 were reviewed and approved.   
 
Brad presented the PZ discussion regarding the racetrack.  There have been concerns about long term camping, possible 
sewage dumping, and violation of quiet times as required in the CUP.  Cliff stated there is no one camping during the 
week, the racers leave their campers all week, but they are not actually there.  Tucker brought up the need for 85% 
screening at the camping sites.  Brad said there was a natural barrier.  It was decided at the PC that Brad/PC members 
would do random site visits next year.  Brad checked the property today and everything is all picked up now. 
 
Road Report:  Doug has been working on reports for the June storm damage.  He needs to report the latitude and 
longitude of all the affected areas, and it is quite time consuming.  Gerry is still working on the trees down in the ditches. 
There are at least 6 roads that need extensive tree work and have leaning trees.  Doug will be hiring some more help and 
then submit the reports to FEMA.  He reported on the seminar and what he learned about working on roads in the ROW.  
Doug will be doing more patching of roads and the ditch mowing.  There was a discussion of getting bids for the 
Barrow’s Road Project.  Doug will be consulting with Tim Bray and Scott Melby at the County to discuss specs and cost 
sharing before going out for bids. 
 
Cemetery Report:  There have been issues with stones being placed in the wrong spots at the plot owner’s direction.  
Doug will continue to work out the issues.  The records have been a problem for years. 
 
Fire Administration:  Paul attended the meeting and reported that the City of Brainerd lost their lawsuit and are looking 
for ways to recover that deficit.  Hopefully the rates won’t be increased. 
 
Administrative Business:  There was mail from MN Labor Law and signs will be posted in the office for employees. 
 
There was a discussion of the possibility of setting a date and putting up the playset equipment that is in the garage. 
Paul will be getting some materials together for the project.  
 
Communications:    Miscellaneous mail was reviewed. 
 
Announcements:  None. 
   
Approve Minutes:  The minutes from the August 16, 2022, were reviewed.  Doug made the motion to approve as 
written.  Paul seconded.  No discussion.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Adjourn Meeting:  Tucker made a motion to adjourn.  Doug seconded.  No discussion. Motion passed 3-0.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:50 pm. 
 
 

 

  
 


