
Crow Wing Township Planning Commission Meeting September 12, 
2022, 6:00 PM 
 
Commission Members Present:  Brad Arnold (Chair), and Commissioners Linda Schuety, Dan Lee, and 
Tucker Schuety (Township Board Chairman), Amanda Peterson (Planning and Zoning Administrator), & 
Sue Kern (Township Clerk).   David Nelson was not present.  Brad called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Brad mentioned he had a personal conflict and would have to 
leave the meeting early. 
 
Public Hearings:  There were six public hearings, 5 ordinance amendments/adoptions and a rezone 
application.  All would be either approved, denied, or tabled and then brought to the Township Board of 
Supervisors.  There were several residents in attendance for the meeting.  Rezoning application 01-22 – 
Dorothy Wetherbee Trust:  There are 5 parcels to be rezoned from Agricultural Forestry to Rural 
Residential.  The owners are just wanting to divide up their land for the next generation.  The properties 
are located adjacent to Wetherbee Road.  All parcels are currently vacant.  The properties are accessed 
via Wetherbee road.  The reclassification is in accordance with the comprehensive plan.  Residents in a 
½ mile radius were notified (61 landowners) and the staff findings of fact were reviewed.  There was one 
request for the staff report and one phone call requesting land to remain in larger tracks of land.  All 
pertinent information is in the Agenda Packet on the website and was read to the planning commission.  
There was no feedback from the County or the State.  There were no questions asked by residents or the 
planning commission.  Dan mentioned it was all straightforward and in compliance.  Linda made the 
motion to the board based on staff findings and fact to recommend approval.  Tucker seconded the 
motion.  No further discussion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Adoption of Ordinance 2022-01 – Nuisance Ordinance:  The proposed ordinance gives parameters to 
public nuisances regarding peace, safety, parking, storage, and inoperable motor vehicles.  Ordinance 
Amendment 03-22 – Extractive use and Interim Use Permits:  The proposed amendment allows 
extractive use with an interim use permit rather than a conditional use permit and prohibits extractive 
use in all Rural Residential and Commercial/Industrial zoning districts.  This was brought up recently 
because of the Business 371 road construction project.  Ordinance Amendment 04-22 – Childcare 
centers and childcare in family homes:  The proposed amendment adds “Child Care Center” and “Child 
Care, Family Home” to the land use table and gives the use definitions.  In-home childcare is allowed in 
all zones without a permit with less than 12 children, and childcare centers are allowed in a Commercial 
zone with a conditional use permit.  Ordinance Amendment 05-22 – Camping standards:  The proposed 
amendment allows friendly camping but establishes camping standards so there is not misuse.  
Ordinance Amendment 06-22 – Enforcement ordinance language:  The proposed ordinance 
amendment adds ‘township’s costs and expenses of enforcement’ to Article 3.5 “Enforcement” of the 
CWT Land Use Ordinance to recoup costs associated with enforcement.  The township attorney has 
reviewed and recommended this language.  All ordinances have been reviewed for months by the 
Planning Commission and by the Township Board.  There were no questions by residents or the 
commission.  Tucker made a motion to recommend approval of all 5 ordinances to the Township Board.  
Dan seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Additions or Deletions to Agenda:  Brad added a discussion of the Rees property at junction of Wilson 
School & Brandon Way. 
 
Open Forum:  None. 



Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from August 8, 2022, were reviewed. Dan made the motion to 
approve the minutes as written.  Linda seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion passed 4-0. 
 
New Business:  North Central Speedway CUP:  There have been multiple concerns regarding longer 
term camping, noise, and sanitation.  The conditional use permit was reviewed and discussed at length.  
Camping is approved for short term events, security personnel shall be present at the sites of camping, 
quiet time shall be enforced between 12:00 am and 7:00 am on Wednesday’s and Thursday’s and quiet 
time shall be enforced between 2:00 am and 7:00 am throughout the rest of the event, and there should 
be regularly scheduled porta potties disposal.  There is to be no storage of campers for the summer and 
no long-term use.  Brad stated the length of stay of the campers is a big concern and dumping of 
sewage.  There are not nearby dumping stations.  The owner, Cliff, stated the racers leave their campers 
there all week because they cannot pull a race trailer and camper behind their truck, so they leave their 
campers all week, but they are not occupied except the night of the race.  He stated the campers do not 
dump their sewage on site and they check on it.  Cliff further stated he had not received complaints of 
noise during the quiet hour periods.  Concerns were expressed of campers staying all week when the 
CUP states short term camping.  There are satellite outhouses available and emptied Saturday night or 
Sunday morning.  The owners were asked about security inspections and about the noise.  Cliff stated 
the neighbor with horses has complained but they do not drive the 4 wheelers around to inspect at 
night as that would cause more noise.  The comment was made that other people drive through with 4 
wheelers and they would also like them to leave the area but cannot catch them.  Brad stressed that the 
2 am to 7 am quiet time needs to be enforced.  Cliff stated the pit area is noisier, but the camping area is 
not noisy.  Paul suggested the PC do checks rather than taking folks word for it.  Brad stated concerns of 
the long-term camping in the CUP, and it was agreed that it is a gray area as the campers are not being 
used during the week.  Employees, spectators, and racers do camp there for the one night.  The season 
is done for the year and Cliff invited the PC to inspect or visit the sites.  Brad/planning commission will 
follow up and do random checks next season to help monitor the situation.  This information will be 
shared with the Town Board. 
 
Safari North October Events:  Kevin Vogel was present at the meeting requesting an extension of time 
limit to 10 pm on MEA weekend, all the Friday and Saturdays and Halloween during the month of 
October to have a haunted trail.  There would be lights in the woods, but it would not be a theatrical 
event with loud noise.  After discussion, the PC gave permission for this year and to come back again 
next year to evaluate the success of this change.  There were no questions or comments.  Dan made the 
motion to approve the trial of 10 pm closing for 10 days for this year only during the month of October 
on MEA weekend, Fridays, Saturdays, and Halloween and to come back next year to evaluate the 
success prior to changing the CUP.  Linda seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.  The matter will be 
brought before the town board for informational purposes. 
 
Brad apologized but excused himself at 7 pm and the remainder of the meeting was under the direction 
of the Vice Chair, Linda Schuety. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Transition:  On September 30th, Sourcewell will no longer be a part 
of the Planning and Zoning Administration for Crow Wing Township.  Brad is working to get a new P&Z 
Consultant.  It is a difficult task to find individuals with that skill set.  The PC is hoping for a smooth 
transition but for people to be aware there will be a change in phone numbers and procedures.  
Everyone thanked Amanda for a wonderful job.  Amanda said she will be transferring her files to the 
new person via flash drive and help with the transition.  It was mentioned that the Township would have 



to go to the County if a qualified consultant is not found.  Brad will follow up.  Amanda was thanked by 
all, and she will be missed. 
 
Old Business:  Rees Complaint:  Amanda stated that there was a complaint about the property at 
Wilson School and Brandon Way.  There is a palette shed and a lot of other miscellaneous debris.  The 
shed is under 160 sq ft.  Amanda talked to the owner, and he is in the process of cleaning it up and it 
should be done in the next couple of weeks.  He is working with Amanda.  Ream Complaint:  Linda did 
not have an update.  There has not been a final inspection.  Jackson Complaint:  Amanda stated she has 
pictures, and it is all cleaned up and can be removed from the list.  Dan stated he has seen traffic in/out 
of the property and the gate is open with fresh tracks.  It was decided to not remove it from the list and 
to re-evaluate next month. 
 
P&Z Administrator’s Report:   Amanda’s report was reviewed.  Permits have been slower than last year.  
The septic report was also reviewed.  Amanda stated she does spread sheets so she can do a report to 
the state, and she will share information with the new consultant.  There was no Town Board 
Correspondence. 
 
Adjournment:   Linda made a motion to adjourn.  Dan seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion 
passed 3-0 as Brad had left the meeting at 7:00 pm.  Meeting adjourned at 7:12 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


