
 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2023, TUESDAY, TOWN BOARD REGULAR MEETING, @ 6:00 PM, CROW WING TOWN HALL 
 
Board Members Present:  Chairman Tucker Schuety, Supervisor Doug Kern, Supervisor Paul Stephany, Treasurer Diane 
Stephany, and Clerk Sue Kern. 
 
Tucker called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Residents were reminded to 
sign the roster.  There were no gopher bounties. 
 
Tucker asked if there were any changes to the agenda.   Tucker wanted to add a discussion in new business regarding a 
resident complaint on 50th Avenue.  Tucker made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Paul seconded. No 
discussion.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
New Business: Sealed Bids – Barrows Project:  Two sealed bids were received.  Knife River’s total was $717,945.00 and 
Anderson Brothers total was $685,394.70 which included the playground parking lot.  Andersons was approximately 
$32,600 less.  Knife River was at lower cost on the parking area, however, much higher on the roads.  The specs and 
doing the playground or not was discussed at length.  It was decided that doing the playground would be a good 
upgrade to the park and it is being used more and more all the time and would benefit the community for 20+ years to 
come.  It was mentioned that people may drive off the parking lot into the grass and fencing was discussed.  No action 
was decided regarding fencing.  The yearend balance for the Road and Bridge Fund is $534,288.57 and Street 
Improvement Fund is $250,147.85.  The 2023 Levy was reviewed, and the Road and Bridge portion is $425,000.  Doug 
made the motion to approve Andersons full bid including the playground.  Paul seconded the motion.  It was noted on 
Andersons bid that the price for supplemental Class-5 in case it is needed for the reclaim portion and will be used only if 
unsuitable soils are encountered and we would be billed for actual product used.  Motion passed 3-0.  It was noted this 
should last 25+ years due to low traffic volume and weight other than garbage trucks and school busses.  It was decided 
that a sign should be posted for residents to clean up after their pet droppings in park areas. 
 
Board of Audit:  The Clerk reported that she and the Treasurer’s books balanced, and all the receipts and disbursements 
were presented to the Board of Supervisors.  Four random Receipts and Disbursements were picked by the Supervisors 
and compared to the Treasurer’s Receipts.   There were no irregularities found.  The Board unanimously approved the 
Audit and Signed the Board of Audit for 2022. 
 
Budget Levy Discussion:  Sue presented the following documents:  Schedule 1, Cash Balance Statement, Cash Basis of 
Accounting and the Interim Financial Report.  The 2024 levy and budget were discussed at length.  There was discussion 
about the past years’ history on revenue and levy amounts.  For 2023 the levy was raised a total of $127,000 total at an 
approximate 30% increase.  The three years prior to that there had been no change.  The Board reviewed the 5-year 
road plan.  It was noted that the 2025 and 2023 projects were flipped.  It was noted that Gorron Road needs repair as 
well in the next two years.  Doug made the motion to leave the levy the same as last year as it was a very significant 
increase.  Motion failed due to a lack of a second.  Paul stated the levy should have a significant increase to be realistic.  
Tucker initially suggested an increase of $50,000 or $25,000 Road and Bridge.  Tucker stated that to do road repair it was 
currently running at about $200,000 to $210,00 per mile.  Tucker stated the levy should be increased but in smaller 
increments and not like last year’s due to inflation of everything else.  It was estimated that the 2025 project across Hwy 
371 would be about $472,000.  The road tour will occur in April and the 5-year road plan will be updated as needed.  
Tucker further stated that Barrows will need to be router and crack filled and that would be $75,000+ to maintain the 
work we are doing this summer.  After and extensive discussion and planning, Doug again made a motion to leave the 
levy the same.  Paul stated the reason the increase was so high was because it hadn’t been raised for 5-6 years and it 
needed to be raised substantially.  Tucker stated he would rather raise it $5000-$10,000 so as to avoid such a large 
increase later and not such a large impact to residents.  Doug mentioned we would be getting a $6000 check from Fema 
for reimbursement of previous storm damages and an additional $15,000 check later to follow and all that money would 
go back into Road and Bridge for tree removals.   Tucker stated he would support a $25,000 increase for Road and 
Bridge.  He stated there were complaints that people were concerned about being taxed out of their homes.  Doug 
stated he would not approve a large increase as last year was a very healthy increase.  Doug made the motion to 



increase the levy for Road and Bridge $15,000 for a total of $440,000.  The levy will be brought to the residents at the 
Annual meeting.  Tucker seconded.  No more discussion.  Motion passed 3-0.  The General Fund was discussed.  Doug 
made the motion to leave it as it was before at $61,000.  Tucker seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion passed 3-
0.  The Fire Fund was discussed as the Fire Department was increasing that cost and there were concerns of it being in 
deficit.  Doug made the motion to increase the Fire Fund $2000 for a total of $64,000.  Paul seconded the motion.  
Motion passed 3-0.  The 2024 levy will be presented to the residents as follows: 
 General Fund  $61,000 
 Road and Bridge             $440,000 (an increase of $15,000) 
 Fire Fund   $64,000 (an increase of $2000) 
This would be a total increase of $17,000 and a total levy of $565,000.  The Park Fund is in deficit of $3,364.63 due to the 
installation of the new playground equipment costing $4000, Cemetery Fund is in deficit of $2,454.00 due to the heavy 
damage and removals of trees and stumps and Recycling Fund in deficit of $60.00.  We no longer have a recycling 
program, but we still collect used oil and residents donate on an honor basis.  The Township must pay for removal of the 
oil and purchase of filters, etc. Tucker made a motion to transfer $5000 from the General Fund to the Park Fund.  Doug 
seconded the motion. No further discussion.  Motion passed 3-0.  Tucker made the motion to transfer $4000 to the 
Cemetery Fund and hopefully that will include a new sign at the cemetery.  Doug seconded the motion.  No further 
discussion.  Motion passed at 3-0.  Paul made the motion to transfer $60 from the General Fund to the Recycling Fund.  
Tucker seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Complaint on 50th:  Tucker stated there was a complaint from a resident on 50th that trash is being dumped in the ditch 
and there is significant speeding especially Friday and Saturday nights.  The resident is requesting the Sheriff be 
contacted by the Board.  Sue will contact the Sheriff’s office and request a representative come to one of our meetings 
and to do more policing of the area. 
 
Unfinished Business:  Tree Trimming Estimates:  Doug presented two estimates.  One was $2500 on 80th/Barrows, and 
one was $13,000 for 50th, 70th and 80th Avenues from BBB Tree Service.  No action was taken.   
Security System:  People’s Security did the work we requested.  Paul stated he wanted the horn outside fixed also.  An 
estimate of $65 for the outside horn and $25 for an interior speaker was presented.  Tucker made a motion to approve 
the $65 horn outside of the building.  Doug seconded.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Public Comments:  Randy stated he would be available to be on the Board of Canvass at the Annual Meeting.  It was 
decided that Randy and Doug would be the Board of Canvass at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Planning and Zoning Report:  The Commission did not meet.  The secured storage expenses will be discussed when 
Chairman Brad Arnold is available. 
 
Treasurers Report:   Diane reported the mileage rate has increased from 62.5 cents per mile to 65.5 cents per mile per 
the state.  Payroll was reviewed and approved.  Claims #1974 to #1992 were reviewed and approved.   
 
Road Report: Doug reported he hopes to have the trees taken care of before the ground thaws.  He has put the sign on 
the town hall.  He has received some of the speed signs, but he did not see one for 40 MPH and may need to order one.  
He reported about the Fema funding. 
Cemetery Report:  The burial for last month was cancelled. 
Fire Administration:  No report. 
Administrative Business:  The AB Board will be Darlene Jillson and Kathleen Lordbock for the March township election. 
Communications: MATIT sent a letter stating they were cyber scammed of $834,197 and have been unable to recover it.  
The county sent an email with a contract for short term rentals.  The Board reiterated they were not interested. The US 
Department of Commerce asked if we changed our boundaries. 
Announcements:  Nathan Hulinsky is running for Supervisor.  Diane Stephany is running for Treasurer.   
Approve Minutes:  The minutes from January 10, 2023, were reviewed.   Doug made the motion to approve the minutes 
as written.  Paul seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion passed 3-0. 
Adjourn Meeting:  Tucker made a motion to adjourn.  Paul seconded.  No discussion. Motion passed 3-0.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:22 pm. 



 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 


