Crow Wing Township Planning Commission Meeting
February 14, 2022, 6:00 PM
Commission Members Present: Brad Arnold (Chair), Linda Schuety, Dan Lee, David Nelson , Tucker
Schuety (Township Supervisor Chair) Amanda Peterson (Planning and Zoning Administrator), & Sue Kern
(Township clerk).
Brad called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Public Hearings: The Conditional Use Permit 01-22 – Brenda & Mike Ittner was discussed first. The
applicants are requesting a permit for a dog training facility on parcel 561710622 which is directly East
to their residence. The property is 5 acres and located adjacent to Sweet Road. Previously the applicant
had applied for a Re-zone on the property and the Re-zone was approved by the Town Board. The land
use table does not specifically address dog training facilities, however, breeding and boarding animals
and a home business requires a conditional use permit in the zoning district. The property has been
surveyed and does not contain wetland or any area designated as a floodplain. The subject property will
be accessed via Sweet Road. The proposed improvement includes a 40’ by 50’ garage and trees along
the south property line. The Staff findings and recommendations were reviewed. The Planning
Commission can approve, deny or table the application. It does not need to go to the Town Board.
Notices were sent out to ¼ mile away and there has been no comment for or against. The applicant is
not planning to consolidate with a neighboring property at this time. There is no plan for rest rooms, no
overnight lodging and dogs will be always on a leash. If needed, a porta-potty will be added. Water use
will be from the residence. Training classes would be private or small classes. Discussion of driveway
and two parcels was discussed. It was decided to add a condition of access easement or driveway
permit would be needed down the road as necessary. Dan made a motion to accept based on staff
findings and recommendations listed and adding a 12th condition of access easement or driveway permit
in the future as deemed necessary. Tucker seconded. No further discussion. Motion passed 5-0.
Amanda to do follow up.
The second public hearing was for Conditional Use Permit 02-22 – Angela & Trever Litchy was discussed
for agri-business on parcel 56300513. The subject property is accessed from North Koering Road with
an easement of adjacent property and is located adjacent to State Highway 371. The proposed agribusiness will include an apple orchard, pick-your-own produce and flowers, farm-based entertainment,
Christmas tree sales, retail sales, food and beverage sales, e-bike rentals, and events. The business will
be implemented over several years in 3 phases. The subject property is zoned Agri-Forestry and
requires a CUP. Property is 35 acres and does not contain floodplain. The proposed improvements to
the property include a 13,682 sq foot parking area, a multi-purpose retail/workshop with an attached
greenhouse, 2 detached greenhouses and a storage building. Approximately 20 acres will be usesd for
orchards, a corn maze, pumpkin patch, sunflower field, and flowers. The Planning Commission can
approve, deny or table the decision. This does not go before the Town Board. Notices were sent out to
¼ mile away. Only response was from the Department of Transportation stating all signs must be out of
the right of way but felt the right turn lane would be adequate. Staff Findings and Recommendations
were reviewed. The applicants have also talked with Ft. Ripley town board and neighboring landowners
regarding easement and documentation; that aspect will be with them and their attorney. The
applicant has done a lot of leg work on the business plan strategy with objectives and goals. Linda made
a motion to approve based on Staff Findings and Fact and Recommendations and to keep item #11,

modify item #12 to say ‘excessive’ storage and remove item #13 of the additional conditions for
consideration. David seconded. No further discussion. Motion passed 5-0.
Additions or Deletions to Agenda & Open Forum: Appointments of President and & Vice President was
added to the discussion later in the meeting. There was no open forum.
Approval of Minutes: Dan made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 10, 2022, meeting
as written. Tucker seconded. No discussion. Motion approved 5-0.
New Business: Owned Storage 371 plan review proposal was discussed specifically regarding the
condition of vegetation/landscaping requirements not being met. It was stated that evergreens and a
privacy fence do a good job of separating the business year-round from neighboring properties. The
Planning Commission wants to support but also does not want years of conflict later and want to stick
with the ordinance along the North and East property lines. It was mentioned the section in question
was 90% oak trees with undergrowth and a few gaps obviously. The applicant has talked with the
neighbor, and he stated he wouldn’t be able to see through there except for 3-4 months a year and a
new row of pine trees would be shorter for the next 10-15 years and not look natural with a row of pine
trees. The applicant stated the building would be a beige/brown color of paint which would blend in.
There were concerns about clear cutting all the oaks and the deep-rooted system. A state forestry
person was consulted as well with discussion of whether conifer trees would grow well in that area.
There were also concerns of watering new trees without the support of well water on site. It was
decided it was important to maintain the oaks and do supplemental planting of pine trees at a 3-4’
height in thin or sparse areas would be a good compromise. Further, the traffic headlight paths are the
most sensitive areas and must be buffered with pine trees and the north/south area between the 2
buildings as well. The intent of the ordinance is to have a buffer between the business property and the
neighboring property. Clearly the Commission did not want trees removed so there would be a runoff
of water in conjunction of the stormwater review. The area should be staked out and to plant in areas
where there is a gap. Common sense comes in to play and use of supplementary planting and a walk
through would be good. No action taken. Final review will be forthcoming.
There have been complaints of soot and ash blowing from Shawn Fletcher property/business. Mr.
Fletcher was present at the meeting for discussion and his annual review. It was determined that it was
sawdust that has been blowing in high winds and not soot or a burned by-product. Amanda and Justin
viewed the property. Brad read through the Findings of Fact and Conditions of Approval and reviewed.
Concerns were diminished as it is sawdust and not soot. Mr. Fletcher has completed improvements as
he has been asked to do. He has complied with noise complaints and will continue to make
improvements. He will do some adjustments of conveyors to try to cut back any sawdust blowing. Mr.
Fletcher and Brad will be in contact.
The proposed enforcement policy and nuisance ordinance language was reviewed. Amanda stated she
added language about confidentiality, enforcement actions, and changed some language about vehicles
and made storage containers allowable with a permit. The information will be presented to the Town
Board to review, discuss or amend by April. Amanda will email the Town Board.
Amanda received a call from a resident regarding the Deason shoreline along the river. She called Mr.
Deason and set up a site review. Justin and Amanda viewed the property and 15-20 trees all along the
shoreline had been cut down and the stumps and trees were still there. Pictures were taken. She sent a
letter to Mr. Deason explaining you can’t remove trees in a bluff impact zone and asking them to submit

a replacement plan by March 11th. She will invite them to the meeting as well. The plan should consist
of 20 six-foot trees with a mixture of deciduous and evergreen trees. Stumps of the original trees may
be cut flush with the ground; however, root systems should remain. The replacement of vegetation is to
be complete by June 1, 2022. Mr. Deason did not have a permit of any sorts and the Minnesota
Headwater plan is specific. There has been no response.
There was the annual discussion of Chair and Vice Chair. Linda made the motion to have Brad be Chair.
Tucker seconded. Motion passed 5-0. Dan made the motion for Linda to be Vice Chair. David seconded.
Motion passed 5-0.
Old Business: The Ream complaint will be reviewed in late March or early April. A letter was sent. The
initial complaint has been addressed. There will be more tidying up as the weather permits.
Regarding the Jillson complaint, Amanda, Brad and the probation officer are working together. A list of
clean up items will be made in March and will need to be accomplished by a deadline made by the
judge.
Regarding the Anderson/Schuety septic noncompliance, two letters have been sent. She has had no
response. Tiffany is still the landowner. The next step would be an attorney or the MPCA. They had
brought in a septic design that was compliant, but it stalled there. It was decided to get a notice
delivered by the Sheriff’s department. The Commission wants a plan of action to comply with a septic
plan.
P&Z Administrator’s Report: No report. Amanda said she printed off new ordinances. Brad asked
Amanda to research the 2.5 contiguous acres requirement for building. David mentioned he attended a
video conference training.
Adjournment: There was no other business. Linda made a motion to adjourn. Dan seconded the
motion. No discussion. Motion passed 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm.

